
 

 

The ASRS is an important facet of the continuing effort by government, industry, and 
individuals to maintain and improve aviation safety. The ASRS collects voluntarily submitted 
aviation safety incident/situation reports from pilots, controllers, and others. 

The ASRS acts on the information these reports contain. It identifies system deficiencies, 
and issues alerting messages to persons in a position to correct them. It educates through 
its newsletter CALLBACK, its journal ASRS Direct line and through its research studies. Its 
database is a public repository which serves the FAA and NASA's needs and those of other 
organizations world-wide which are engaged in research and the promotion of safe flight. 

 

 

 

• The ASRS collects, analyzes, and responds to voluntarily submitted aviation safety 
incident reports to lessen the likelihood of aviation accidents. 

• ASRS data are used to: 

• Identify deficiencies and discrepancies in the National Aviation System (NAS) so that 
these can be remedied by appropriate authorities. 

• Support policy formulation and planning for, and improvements to, the NAS. 

• Strengthen the foundation of aviation human factors safety research. This is 
particularly important since it is generally conceded that over two-thirds of all 
aviation accidents and incidents have their roots in human performance errors. 

 

 

 



 

 

• Pilots, air traffic controllers, flight attendants, mechanics, ground personnel, and 
others involved in aviation operations submit reports to the ASRS when they are 
involved in, or observe, an incident or situation in which aviation safety may have 
been compromised. All submissions are voluntary. 

• Reports sent to the ASRS are held in strict confidence. More than one million reports 
have been submitted to date and no reporter's identity has ever been breached by the 
ASRS. ASRS de-identifies reports before entering them into the incident database. All 
personal and organizational names are removed. Dates, times, and related 
information, which could be used to infer an identity, are either generalized or 
eliminated. 

• The FAA offers ASRS reporters further guarantees and incentives to report. It has 
committed itself not to use ASRS information against reporters in enforcement 
actions. It has also chosen to waive fines and penalties, subject to certain limitations, 
for unintentional violations of federal aviation statutes and regulations which are 
reported to ASRS. The FAA's initiation, and continued support of the ASRS program 
and its willingness to waive penalties in qualifying cases is a measure of the value it 
places on the safety information gathered, and the products made possible, through 
incident reporting to the ASRS. 
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• ASRS - Aviation Safety Reporting System 

• https://youtu.be/PQVssbdylZE?si=eC8GAWPEi42WrC21  

• https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC%2000-46E.pdf 
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