
 

Cherokee Flyers         April 2024 Safety Bulletin 

Radio Communication 
Effective radio communication is a critical link in the ATC system. Being able to communicate in a clear and concise 
manner is a necessary skill that professional pilots must develop. Radio contact should be kept brief and controllers 
must understand what you want to do before they can properly carry out their control duties. Using the right 
phraseology enhances safety; however, since concise phraseology may not always be adequate, use whatever words are 
necessary to get your message across. If you do end up stumbling on a radio call, remain calm, take a deep breath and 
try again. Remember, ATC is there to help ensure you get to your destination safely! 

                   

                Key Radio Techniques 

 Listen to LiveATC! If you are struggling with 
communications LiveATC is a great resource to 
hear live ATC frequencies. 

 Listen first! Pause, listen and confirm the 
frequency is clear before you transmit. 

 Write it down! Long clearances or important 
routing instructions are helpful to write down.  

 Aviate, Navigate, Communicate! Always prioritize 
controlling your aircraft before speaking on the 
radio. 

 Stay one step ahead! Expect certain calls and 
anticipate the instructions/information ATC might 
give. 

 Keep current! Read the AIM and stay informed.  
 Brevity is important! Don’t say too much, keep it 

short and brief.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


