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Airspace & Basic VFR Weather Minimums 
The two categories of airspace are: regulatory and nonregulatory. Within these two categories, there are four types: 
controlled, uncontrolled, special use, and other airspace. The categories and types of airspace are dictated by the 
complexity or density of aircraft movements, nature of the operations conducted within the airspace, the level of safety 
required, and national and public interest. The graphic below presents a profile view of the dimensions of various classes 
of airspace. It is important for pilots to be familiar with airspace classification, and cognizant of their entry requirements. 

Airspace Profiles 

Requirements for Airspace Operations 

 

 



 

Special Use Airspace 

Airspace Activity Flight Allowed? 
Prohibited areas National Welfare No 
Restricted areas Operations hazardous to 

nonparticipating aircraft 
Not unless authorized 

Warning areas Over water, 3nm extending 
outward from the coast 

Yes 

Military Operation areas Dog-fighting, formation flying, 
abrupt maneuvering 

Yes 

Alert Areas Unusual activity, high volume 
of aircraft 

Yes 

Controlled Firing areas Blasting, Rocket testing Yes 
Temporary Flight Restriction Airspace protection for an 

effective time period  
Not unless authorized 

 

Basic Visual Flight Rule Weather Minimums 


